What Can I Do for Kingdom Gifts?


     I get this question a good bit.  I am not what you might call “in the know”, but I do pay attention in court and speak to others about what they gift to crown and for what reasons.  So to share a bit of that reconnaissance work with the rest of us, I write this article.

   Really and Truly, I can’t stress this enough, the Crowns will take whatever you give them and find a good home for it.  You can donate anything from foods or drinks to clever bookmarks, to wooden crafts.  Usually wooden crafts do warrant a heads up so they can make room to take the craft with them, as wooden crafts usually take up a good bit of space.  If you find yourself in charge of your group’s Gift to Crown, usually your local Seneschal can be notified and can help to make the necessary arrangements with the Entourage.

   Generally, it is always good to get a nice round supply of handmade crafts from a local group.  We all have our own talents and various gifts at crafts and hand made items that we make and don’t give it a second thought.  From foods to fabrics to wooden items to weaving to you name it.  It’s just deciding what you would like to make to gift the Crowns with.  Here is a short list of things that can be made as a Gift to Kingdom/Crowns:

Circlets (always in need of these) ¼ wide for AoA’s and ½ wide for GoA’s-

   I generally find old wire, copper or aluminum, I know Joel isn’t using for anything else and either braid or twist the wire together.  I then find an old sledgehammer that is smooth and not pitted or rusty to use as an anvil, the same for an actual hammer, and I also keep a tape measure nearby to keep my work from getting too wide.  I have helped others learn and do this in the past, including some very fine work from a 9 year old (I was very impressed).

Blank Scrolls go without saying 

   Remember in High School, how we used to doodle in the margins of our notes and such?  That’s how it started, just in reverse in this case. For some of the awards/scrolls, there are very few guidelines of “must be’ or “must have” and having Blank Scrolls (decorated but without wording) would be convenient as wording/calligraphy can then be added as needed for those “surprise” moments of last minute planning (or a big “Ooops” on the original scroll).  It’s always good to have a back up plan. 

Scroll Covers/Casings can be any size as Scrolls can be near any size these days.

   You can use any old sturdy cardboard box to cut up for the cover pieces, just make sure you don’t accidentally crease the board, as it won’t lie correctly later.  Cut it to the Size you think is appropriate for Scrolls and make a note of it.  You will need fabric that is one inch wider than the board and four time’s it’s length (adding an inch and a half) long.  Hem the ends that will wrap under (i.e. the short way on the long ends) first.  Then, leaving about a ½ inch in the center for the spine or “hinge”, sew the pockets for the cardboard to slide into.  Always remember that it’s just cardboard you’re covering and can be cut down a bit if you make the sleeves too small or you can sew a little more on the sleeves to tighten it.  It’s all adjustable!

Weaving of any variety is also welcome.  

   From thread to cloth to wire to Chain mail, and from trim size to bookmark size to a necklace to shirts, I’m sure they will find a use for it as these items are given out as gifts to Populace, Entourage, and visiting Crowns as well.

   This is when we Shine as a Shire together!  Usually the person in charge of a Gift box/basket/trunk keeps track of who gave what on either a list or by tagging it.  This is another way Kingdom knows we’re advancing and sharing our knowledge.  This does not have to be done in Court and may be done in a private presentation, but always keeping in mind the busy schedule the Crowns have.

   Bear in mind that this is just a short list of things that can be made/crafted and donated to the Shire to Gift the Crowns with.  There are many more things that can be done, made, purchased or “found” that can be donated to help our Shire Shine in Kingdom’s sight.  More will be covered in the Business meetings, I’m sure, but this is a good start.  Happy Crafting!

